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Currently home to a local angling club, Heron Lake is a large and important feature of the 
park. Throughout the year many birds can be seen in or around the lake, with reeds providing 
food and shelter. Below the surface a host of interesting invertebrates feed on each other and 

The following pictures and some descriptions show a few birds often seen, a few seasonal 

around the area to gain weight and condition before 

plumage. The Swallows in particular give a high pitched 

Grey Heron

Herons are a daily sight around the lake. One of 

amphibians, reptiles, insects and small birds. They 
use their long, sharp beaks to stab and grab their prey. 
Herons nest in colonies called heronries.

Freshwater Invertebrates under and 
around the lake

Great Crested Grebe

The graceful Great Crested Grebe is a familiar sight on lakes 
and reservoirs. It is well-known for its elaborate courtship 
dance, during which it rises vertically out of the water and 
shakes its head.

Greylag Goose

The Greylag Goose is a large, pale grey goose with pink 
legs and an orange bill. They are our most common 
native goose. After hatching their chicks, families often 
become sociable and act as groups to guard their young.

These invertebrates are an important part of the freshwater ecosystem and food 
chain and spend at least part of their lifecycle in freshwater. They play a vital 
role in maintaining the quality of our water, help to breakdown organic matter 

Invertebrate population density and diversity can be used to assess the health of 
freshwater ecosystems. 

under and around the water on the lake and other 
wetland areas on the park.
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