
Hollygate Park

Walking around the country park, visitors might be surprised to 
learn of the industrial heritage beneath their feet. The park was 
once the site of one of the most modern coal mines in the UK, 
Cotgrave Colliery.

You can see to the right an early aerial photograph of the colliery, with its distinctive 
‘Keope’ towers which contained the pit head winding gear (rather than the traditional 
winding wheels you see in many other pits). You can also see the extensive railway 
sidings, and Cotgrave village can be seen at the top of the picture.

brought to Cotgrave from other mining areas such as the Northeast of England and 

hugely expanding the small village, and raising the population from about 700 to over 

Vale of Belvoir.

plans were announced for the creation of the park, which opened in 2000.

The Colliery has left a legacy on both the park and the people of Cotgrave. The site of the 
Colliery is now occupied by the Hollygate Park housing estate. If you look closely, you can 

The rolling hills to the west and north of the park are not natural, but spoil heaps created 

Cotgrave’s shopping centre.

Aerial view of the Colliery looking back towards Cotgrave
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Underground coal extraction went west towards 
Plumtree and Stanton, south towards Cropwell 
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